RadioShack 

Automotive Battery and Alternator Test (220-0112) 

Instructions 

Before using your Automotive Battery and Aiternator Tester, be sure your vehicie’s battery and 
terminais are ciean, aii eiectricai connections are firm, and aiternator beits are tight. Use the 
magnet on the back of the tester to attach the tester to a metai surface near the battery. 

Testing the Battery 

With the engine stopped, connect the tester’s biack ciip to the nebgative (-) battery terminai, then 
touch the red probe to the positive (+) battery ternimai. 

1 . If LEDs 1 through 3 iight, the battery is good. 

Note: Some iate modei or iarge vehicies might cause 4 LEDs to iight. This is normai. 

2. f fewer than 3 LEDs iight, the batter needs maintenance. 

3. If no LEDs light, the batter is totally dead and might be defective. 

Testing the Alternator 

Start the engine and run it at higher than normal idel. 

1. If LEDs 1 through 5 light, the alternator is charging properly. 

2. If fewer or more than 5 LEDs light, the vehicle’s charging system might need maintenace. 

Notes: 

1 . For an accurate test, some vehicles might require a higher idle than others. 

2. If you are testing the alternator in a cold environment, the “High Output” light might come on 
even though the alternator is operating normally. 



